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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in diis or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent iu the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-11 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,601,595 to Smith, 

Snnith discloses a vessel filter comprising a mounting section having first and second 
ends and a first and second filtering section, the filter movable between a collapsed position 
for delivery to the vessel and an expanded position for placement within the vessel (Column 
3 lines 10-20), in the expanded position a first end of the first filtering section converges to 
form a first converging region (22) and a second end of the second filtering section 
converges to form a second converging region (24), the first converging region being 
positioned radially and axially inwardly of the first end of the mounting section and the 
second converging region being positioned radially and axially inwardly of the second end of 
the mounting section (FIG. 2); wherein the mounting section includes a plurality of 
longitudinally extending struts; wherein portions of the filter connecting the first and second 
end of the mounting sections to the respective converging region angle radially inwardly and 
toward a center of the filter to direct particles toward the center; wherein the longitudinal 
struts include roughened surfaces (72, 19) to engage the vessel wall to increase retention; 
fiarther comprising a plurality of vessel engaging members with pointed ends extending from 
the longitudinal struts to engage the vessel wall to increase retention (18); wherein the filter 
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is composed of shape memory material; wherein opposing ends of at least one of the 
longitudinal struts are out of phase; wherein the longitudinal struts are spaced 
circumferentially about 60 degrees apart; wherein the filter has a plurality of spaced apart 
struts, the struts converging toward a center of the filter. 

Smith discloses a method of implanting a vessel filter in a patient's body comprising 
the steps of providing a vessel filter having a mounting section and first and second filtering 
sections each terminating in a converging end region; providing a tubular delivery member 
containing the vessel filter in a collapsed configuration having a first diameter; inserting the 
vessel filter in the collapsed configuration adjacent a surgical site; deploying the vessel filter 
from the delivery member so the vessel filter moves to a placement configuration having a 
diameter larger than the first diameter and the converging end regions of the filtering 
sections are closer to a center of the filter than end portions of the mounting section 
(Column 7 lines 21-44). 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 99/25252 to 
Bosma et al, 

Bosma discloses a vessel filter comprising a mounting section having first and 
second ends and a first and second filtering section, the filter movable between a collapsed 
position for delivery to the vessel and an expanded position for placement within the vessel, 
in the expanded position a first end of the first filtering section converges to form a first 
converging region and a second end of the second filtering section converges to form a 
second converging region (converging regions located at each end of the device in the form 
of cylindrical members), the first converging region being positioned radially and axially 
inwardly of the first end of the mounting section and the second converging region being 
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positioned radially and axially inwardly of the second end of the mounting section (FIGS. 1, 
5, 8,); wherein the filter is composed of a singular tube having cutouts therein forming a 
plurality of longitudinal struts (FIGS. 2, 4, 6, 7, 10); wherein the mounting section includes a 
plurality of longitudinally extending struts (17, 18); wherein portions of the filter connecting 
the first and second end of the mounting sections to the respective converging region angle 
radially inwardly and toward a center of the filter to direct particles toward the center; 
wherein the longitudinal struts include roughened surfaces to engage the vessel wall to 
increase retention (protrusions in FIG. 8); further comprising a plurality of vessel engaging 
members with pointed ends extending from the longitudinal struts to engage the vessel wall 
to increase retention (FIGS. 8-9C); wherein the filter is composed of shape memory material 
(page 7, lines 17-19); further comprising a rib connecting adjacent longitudinal struts (FIG. 8, 
ribs are the struts that connect struts 24 with a V shape). 

Bosma discloses a method of implanting a vessel filter in a patient's body comprising 
the steps of providing a vessel filter having a mounting section and first and second filtering 
sections each terminating in a converging end region; providing a tubular delivery member 
containing the vessel filter in a collapsed configuration having a first diameter; inserting the 
vessel filter in the collapsed configuration adjacent a surgical site; deploying the vessel filter 
from the delivery member so the vessel filter moves to a placement configuration having a 
diameter larger than the first diameter and the converging end regions of the filtering 
sections are closer to a center of the filter than end portions of the mounting section (Page 2 
lines 3-8). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jessica R. Baxter whose telephone number is 571-272-4691. The examiner can 
nomially be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eduardo Robert can be reached on 571-272-4719. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBQ at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jessica R Baxter 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3731 




